








nucleus of what eventually became Brookhaven Memorial Hospital
Assoc., Inc. Kiwanis continues with its support of Brookhaven
Memorial Hospital and is proud of the role it has had in its development.

In 1948 the Key Club was organized in the Patchogue High School.
Sponsored and supervised by Kiwanis, the Key Club is composed of
male students of sophomore, Junior and senior classes who display
qualities of leadership and readiness to serve their fellow students. The
Key Club can be said to be Kiwanis at the High School level. It can be
pointed out to its credit that the Key Club has continued as an active
segment of student life for 15 years.

Dear to the heart of Kiwanis is its work of Child Welfare, its help to
underprivileged children. Less known to the general public because of
its confidential nature, Kiwanis' helping hand has been extended
unobtrusively to countless deserving children whose needs it could
fulfill.

The Club’s general program of boys and girls work consists of planned
outings to such events as the Dodger and Yankee baseball games, visits
to the Suffolk Air Force Base, to the World's Fair, to places of interest in
and about New York City. Each year, in early December the members
collect toys and gifts to be distributed as presents from Santa Claus to the
needy children in our local area. Proudest of all, however, is the Club for
its many contributions over the years to such worthwhile recipients as the
lacal chapters of the Association for the Help of Retarded Children, the
Industrial Home for the Blind, the Girl Scouts, the Boy Scouts, the Little —
League, the Suffolk County Hemophiliac Association, the YMCA,
Brookhaven Memorial Hospital, St. Charles Hospital, Suffolk County
Department of Child Welfare and winners of two substantial scholarships
given each year to deserving graduates of Patchogue High School.

To support these activities, many means of fundraising were employed.
Over the twenty-five year period, well over $100,000.00 has been raised
with the cooperation of the people of Patchogue and the surrounding
areas. In the early years, direct solicitations were commeon, with a few
thinly veiled “sales”™ such as newspapers. As the Club matured, a
growing determination developed to give full value in return for monies
received, resulting in such early ventures as the Kiwanis Auctions, which
saw Kiwanians collecting all sorts of “white elephants™ from neighbors
and distressed merchandise from local merchants. These various items
were auctioned off for whatever they would bring at public sale. Radio
auctions were similarly employed, and eventually the Club went into
“show biz" with the highly successful Kiwanis Kapers, which saw not



only the best of local talent employed, but also big name entertainers.
The first of these was held in 1953 and the second in 1955, each
receiving wide public acclaim and bringing unprecedented receipts into
the Child Service Fund. The year between and each year thereafter saw
the Annual Charity Ball become a Kiwanis and community tradition,
thru the efforts of Jack Ellsworth-big name orchestras such as Glenn
Miller and Tommy Dorsey were brought to Patchogue and played to
capacity crowds. These events have not only served to provide the funds
needed to support the Club’s charitable undertakings, but also served to
enhance the social life of the community. These events have been
consistently enjoyed by all and have been successful financially. In
1962, as a change of pace, the Kiwanis Kapers joined with the annual
Charity Ball to provide the greatest affair yet from a social and financial
point of view.

It is a basic rule of the Kiwanis Club that all monies received, with the
exception of dues and “fines” are kept separate and apart from the
general fund and used exclusively for charitable purposes. It has been
the steadfast policy of the Club to disburse all such funds at the end of
each year, leaving an empty treasury as an incentive for the following
administration. This policy has been the catalyst to inspire the members
to accomplish their goals.

Kiwanis in the field of Public Affairs for a number of years conducted its
“I am an American Day” breakfasts in honor of naturalized citizens in
the Patchogue area. Each year on a Sunday morning early in May,
Kiwanis invited new citizens to attend breakfast together. Outstanding
civic Jeaders including our Congressional representative and Supreme
Court justices addressed the group.

The Patchogue Kiwanis Club has been interested in advancing its ideals
in other communities and has successfully sponsored and formed a
number of new Kiwanis Clubs. The Club was only two years old when it
sponsored the Smithtown Kiwanis Club. In 1946 it sponsored and
formed the Bay Shore Kiwanis Club; in 1957 the Riverhead Kiwanis
Club, in 1960 the Sayville Club and in 1961 the Port Jefferson Kiwanis
Club.

The efforts of the Patchogue Club have not gone unnoticed by the other
Kiwanis Clubs. During the past quarter century, four Patchogue
Kiwanians have been elected to lead the Division. In 1939, Douglas
Brown was elected Lt. Governor, in 1951 Kenneth Jost, in 1956 Clifford
Wade, and in 1961 Edmund Tuton.




Recognition of the quality of work that the Patchogue Kiwanis Club does
was given in 1956 when the NY District First Place Achievement Award
and International Second place Achievement Award were bestowed upon
it at the New York State and International conventions.

Past Lieutenant Governors, Kenneth Jost, Clifford Wade, Edmund Tuton.
(Douglas Brown missing from photo)

Although Kiwanis membership is limited to men of the community, the
“Kiwani-annes”, wives of the members, are its most active supporters,
and much of the club’s achievements are directly attributable to their
work and loyalty. A Kiwanis club without a varied social program could
be a dull organization. Kiwanis has maintained full calendars of social
functions throughout the years. The “Ladies Nites” have taken on the
form of moonlight sails, costume parties, picnics, clam bakes, and dances
besides the Annual Charter Night Dance. Most of the social functions
have been limited to members and their guests, although some of the
Balls have been very successful community affairs.

Fellowship among the members often develops enduring friendships. In
1945 Patchogue Kiwanis had a fine bowling team that defeated the
Rockville Centre Kiwanis team for the “Division Championship™. A
friendly rivalry has developed between Patchogue Kiwanis, Rotary and
Lions. The three service clubs field softball teams for a service club
series. From time to time the three service clubs have joint meetings to
achieve their mutual goals of community service.

Kiwanis interciub meetings are a regular part of Kiwanis fellowship.
From time to time groups of Kiwanians visit other clubs, often traveling




